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Halifax Beekeepers Practical
Backyard Beekeeping Conference

January 27th and 28th
Chatham, Virginia

Jim Zeigler, from Halifax Beekeepers, passed along an
= announcement to interested NC beekeepers about
= their upcoming conference:

Registrations are growing rapidly for folks attending
our Friday night January 27 th dinner and program,
and the Saturday January 28th all-day classroom
event with Dr. Keith Delaplane at the Chatham, VA,
Olde Dominion Agricultural Complex. It’s not too late
to join in. This will be the premier beekeeping event in
the area for 2017 and you don’t want to miss it!

The topic of Friday night’s talk will be “The Honey
Bee Superorganism and Why It’s Important.”

Saturday’s topics will be

e Honey Bee Cavity vs
Honey Bee Hive

e Lessons for Honey Bee
Health from Epidemiology

e Breeding Designs and
Their Application
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e  Emergent Properties in the Honey Bee Colony

Registration deadline is January 23rd.

Contact Mr. Zeigler @ 434-376-4490 or
jimmyz6@centurylink.net for more information. You
may also view their information here.
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http://halifaxbeekeepers.org/index.php/upcoming-events

North Carolina 4-H : Notes from the
Beekeeping Essay Contest Y November Meeting
. A national essay competition sponsored by the Foun- . : Richard French introduced First Lego League and

: dation for the Preservation of Honey Bees is under-  :  talked about the group’s Animal Allies challenge.
* way. At a local level, the contest is managed by North ° : Geoff Leister offered to have them come to his

* Carolina 4-H. : apiary and try their bee-friendly smoker fuel on his
hives. See more details about that experience at

- The purpose of the contest is to provide “a . | http://alamancebeekeepers.org/

. platform for youth to creatively express .

. their working knowledge and research of . [ Officers for 2017 were selected. Thanks to all who

. the craft of beekeeping.” : iagreed to help out!

The essay question this year: Sally Bryan and Darrell Holt (first-year beekeepers)

and Zivon Price (second-year beekeeper) presented
+ How can MP3 (Managed Pollinator Protection Plan) . itheir informative and entertaining tales from the

- more effectively protect honey bees from pesticide . iapiary. Thanks to all of you for your contributions!

. exposure? .

. Youth will be looking for beekeepers to interview on ® Membership Renewal Reminder
¢ this topic. So if you know a 4-H’er, please encourage *

: participation, and be aware you might be called on Have you renewed your ACB and State
+ for your expertise! | memberships for 20172

. More information on the contest can be found here. . | You can pay Zivon at the next meeting or by mail.
. Deadline for submitting essays is February 24th. . | Renewal form was sent in November’s newsletter,
* |and can be found online.

Bees in the News
Click on the title to read the article.

Hillsborough Named 35th Bee City USA, 1/3/2017.

Believe it or not, the bees are doing just fine, Christopher Ingraham, Washington Post, 10/10/2016.
Real news or fake?
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I Grass was greener but wildlife struggled in muggy 2016, Damian Carrington, The Guardian, .
: 12/28/2016. Brambles and birds did well, but bees dipped and butterflies were hindered, according

; toareview of the year’s wildlife and weather by the National Trust. [This story is from the UK ] .‘
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General Mills, NRCS and the Xerces Society announce multi-year, $4 million investment in pollinator habitat,
Xerces.org, 12/1/2016. The partnership will “restore and protect pollinator habitat across hundreds of thousands
of acres of farmland in North America.”

Varroa destructor Mites Can Nimbly Climb from Flowers onto Foraging Honey Bees, David T. Peck et al,
PLOS|One, 12/12/2016. “Varroa destructor mites are able to rapidly infest honey bees foraging at a feeder or at
flowers of several species. Our observations reveal that mites can quickly mount honey bees engaged in foraging,
and that despite efforts by the bees to groom off the mites, they almost always succeed in leaving the forage site
still attached to a bee. Varroa transfer from flower to bee can occur in just 2 seconds of foraging activity on a

: flower.”



https://www.hillsboroughnc.gov/news-releases/2017/1/3/10102/hillsborough-named-35th-bee-city-usa/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/10/10/believe-it-or-not-the-bees-are-doing-just-fine/?utm_term=.f6ef45af8eb4
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/dec/28/national-trust-2016-review-wildlife-weather-bees-butterflies
http://www.xerces.org/2016/12/01/general-mills-nrcs-and-the-xerces-society-announce-multi-year-4-million-investment-in-pollinator-habitat-2/
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0167798
http://alamancebeekeepers.org/
http://preservationofhoneybees.org/essays
http://preservationofhoneybees.org/essays
http://www.growforit.org/programs/detail/beekeeping-essay
http://alamancebeekeepers.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/ACB-Membership-Renewal-Form-2017.pdf

Burlington, NC, January 7th, 2017

Beekeepers About Town

Randy Stinson and Sweet Betsy Figvs
represented the Alamance g
County Beekeepers at the Bur-
lington parade on 11/19, the
Graham parade on 12/3, and
the Snow Camp parade on
12/10.

Jennifer Welsh, Linda Leister and
Geoff Leister participated in
Heritage Day activities at Gib-
sonville Elementary School on
Thursday, November 10, 2016,
presenting 22 10-minute ses-
sions to students pre-K through
Sth.

Geoff Leister will be presenting Honey Bees -- From Hive to
Harvest on February 2nd to kick off the NC Cooperative Exten-
sion Service’s 2017 Think Green Thursdays series.

Smith Elementary Science and Technology Day is February
15th, and Geoff Leister and Tony Abbruzzi will be teaching
school kids about honey bees and beekeeping.

If you are out and about sharing your beekeeping love and know-
how with others, please tell, so we can share the good news!

January in the Apiary

@ Geoff and Linda
Leister

Seen under the
snow: Helleborus,
an excellent winter
bloomer and source
 of nectar and pollen. §

And in the snow-
melt on January
13th, a common
dandelion.

Thank you for the wonderful
tmages, Geott.

Officers for 2017

President : Ira Poston
Vice-President : Mike Ross
Recording Secretary : Sheyenne Michelizzi
Treasurer : Zivon Price
Program Chair : Caitlin Vatikiotis-Bateson
One-year Director : Wayne Foulks
Two-year Director : Randy Stinson
Three-year Director : Paul Jollay

Appointments

Webmaster : Geoff Leister
Newsletter : Cynthia Pierce



https://mckeonsgarden.wordpress.com/2014/03/31/bees-botany-and-evolution-at-work-in-your-garden/
https://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Website-Flyer-with-links.pdf?fwd=no
https://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Website-Flyer-with-links.pdf?fwd=no

Monthly Iﬁnagement..

TANUARY.

At the approach of cold weather, the bees gradi-
ally cense tolabor and retire within thelr hives, and

when winter has fully set in, we find them densely
crowded between their combs, in a state of almost
entire innetion, yet not really torpid. The queen bas
long ceased to lay egges, and the last of the brood
will generally have emerged befors the close of the
year.  Ulosely packed together to maintain the
requisite degree of warmth, and exceedingly ab-
stemious in the wse of those storss which their
provident summer {oil enabled them to lay up,
they patiently await the retaro of milder weather,
They seem to have a preseptiment, so instinetive
feeling, of the approach of spring; and long be-
fore reviving vegetation indicates itz ndvent, un-
migtakable manifestations in the interior of the
hive, show that the colony is conscious of the
coming genial change, Not unfreguently the
ueen heging to lay eges already in January,
thongh this i3 by no means a desirable occurrence,
regulting commoniy in detriment to the colony and
darnage to its owner. Soech precociovs brooding
invalves a consumption of stores which may be
rended for the support of the colony in the event
of protracted nnfuvorable weather oocurring subse-
guently, snd which could be more advantagesnzly
employed [or the same purpose at a later pericd.
The prezence of hrood in the eombs, imposes on
the beeg o necessity to occupy permanently that
part of the hive in whizh those combs happen to
be; at least they will very reluctant]ly abandon
the brocd-combs if o spell of gevers cold supervene,
They may hence perish of hunger, thongh there
be an sbundance of honey in other parts of their
dwelling, to which they connot readily heve
aceegd while tha cold weather contivoes, withs
out expasing the brood to destruction. Tn come
mont bives, the exizfing exigency, in sneh cazes,
can rarely be dizcovered in time to enable the
owner wo sucenr the enffering colony ; and, thaugh
ag o genersl rule, the bees should not be disturbed
at thiz season, yeb where movable fromes sre need,
relief can be given when there is regson 0 suppose
that the bees are (o such unfortnnnte predicament,
The hive mey ba opened and comhs with sealed
Toney teansferrod from the sides and placed in
cloge proximity to the claster; or sticks of sugar
candy may be pushed down among the hees
between the comba, and their wantg thus supplied.
Buch operations, however, should not e under-
taken, unlesa there be cause fo suapect that they
are neceszary ; of when a mild day enahles it to
ba dons ad & precantionary measure.  Indeed, if
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guch a dav occur in mid-winler, the opportuniby
anould be availed of, to exemioe especially the
wealer atocka, and such as are pot smply sup-
plied with stores. Their wants may then be
safely nscertained and easily provided for, so as

| to garry them souceessfully through the winter,
. Whatever supplies are given to them, should be

placed in close proximity to the eluster or immedi-
ately ahove it that they may be readily accessihle
in any state of the weather,

Besides a sufficiency of stores, adequate warmth
is indispensable for the wintering of bess, Straw
hives ere ardinarily woarm enough ; but box hives,
made of whin bosrds, need some additional pro-
tection if wintered on their summer stands, in the
open air. A piece of old carpeting, pleced onand
around them, leaving the enteance free will pene-
rally suffice. Movable comb hives, as commonly
made, are sufficlentiy warm: but they need and
should have just sufficient npward ventilation {o
prevent the condensetion of moisture, agninst the
interior of the sidez. More than this might couse
a deficiency of molsture, and the bees would
auffer for want of water.

Mice are prone to enter hives in winter, if the

1 entrances are lerge encagh to enable them (o do go;

shese should, cherefore, be diminizhed 5o as toallow
only one or two beed Lo pras ob a time.  Cote like-
wize are an annerance, to which bees shouid not be
exposed. They should mat he permitted to run
upon ¢r pambol between the hives.  Nor shonld
the direct reys of the gun be allowed to strike the
entrances during the winter, when the bees ought
to enjoy undizturbed vepose. A slight temparary
geveen, easily removed on mild days, when tle
lemperatare permits the bees to fly, will prove
highly serviceable—preserving the bees and pre-
venting an inordinate congumption of honey, 1f o
warm day tempt the bees to fly while the ground
i# covered with snow, a quantity of loose strew
should be geattered on it in front of the hives Lo
Ieep the heea from being blinded by the glece,
and aid them in regaining their homes. 15 iw
addition to this, the aplarinn has feken the pre-
caution to secure his hives from being stolen, be
will have dene all that con properly be required of
him, during this moath,
————

Fa™ When robhing-hacs attock o wenls colany
howing a fortile queen, it is advisable to remove it
from ite stand to o dark chomber ar ceilur. Set
an empty hive in its plice, stvew therein o hand-
ful ar two of the steme and leaves of wormwood,
and rob the front of the hive und the bottom heard
therawith. The asseilants will soon forvenke the
apet, and the colony may be replneed on its shead
on Lhe evening of the fellowing day.

From American Bee Journal, January 1861.




